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President’s platform
Welcome to spring. While I am sure the majority of you are focussed on when COVID 
restrictions will be removed to allow visits to rail trails (and many other things) we 
have been using lockdown time to get our long-awaited new website finished. This 
is a big achievement for RTA and will greatly increase the number of people learning 
about and using our wonderful rail trails.

The new website is now live and the 
work behind the scenes is also nearing 
completion so we appreciate your 
understanding that this has delayed 
completion of this edition of the magazine. 
I certainly appreciate Wolter’s efforts in 
getting the great majority of the content 
done and his patience in waiting.

The continued restrictions have also 
limited the range of new photos we could 
choose from so, again, we appreciate your 
understanding. There is plenty more to say 
in our annual report.

Damian McCrohan
President
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Annual General Meeting
Our 26th AGM was again held virtually and while we miss the face-to-face contact 
with those lucky enough to be able to attend, it was great to have people from all over 
Australia attending as we are definitely now a national organisation. I would like to 
thank the following committee members who were elected (re-elected, unless noted).

• Vice President – Steven Kaye

• Treasurer – Gary Allan

• Secretary – Robert Zucker (new)

• General committee – John O’ Brien, 
Karen Wilson, Joel Emonson (new), Faye 
Powell (new) and Sam Reich (new).

Thank you to Bev Stoch for her great 
contribution last year, helping us achieve 
a tremendous amount for NSW.

A special thank you to Frank Kinnersley 
who, after more than 20 years’ service 
on the RTA committee, including a long 
period as Secretary, has decided to step 
down. An incredible effort and we look 
forward to Frank staying on as a volunteer 
and providing his specialist knowledge as 
required.

Four of the committee’s 2021-22 
members live in NSW, rather than just 
Victoria, and we look forward to more 
diversity in location and people next year.

Following the official business, there were 
two presentations:

The owner of Tour de Vines, one of 
Australia’s best known rail-trail tour 
operators, Damian Cerini, discussed the 
highs and lows of running commercial

tours and the benefit that rail trails bring 
to regions through companies such as his.

Our second presenter, Iain Lonsdale, 
was unable to participate due to an 
accident, so Steven Kaye went through 
Iain’s prepared presentation and local 
rep Stephen Brown added comments. 
Iain is the Tweed Shire Council project 
manager for what will be the first section 
of the very scenic Northern Rivers Rail 
Trail in northern NSW. The Tweed section 
of the trail is on target to be completed 
by December next year. The project 
was given the green light in June when 
Tweed Shire Council awarded Hazell Bros 
(Qld) Pty Ltd an $11.8 million contract 
to progress design and construction. 
Planning began on a pilot project back in 
2013 as part of an effort to support the 
local economy and provide a valuable 
recreation asset for the community. Since 
then, numerous studies and extensive 
consultation have been undertaken, 
significant funding has been secured from 
the state and federal governments, and 
necessary amendments have been made 
to legislation to help finally make this 
project a reality.

We wish Iain all the best with his recovery.

See more AGM reports on page 12 >



I’m sure most members are already aware of it, but Rail Trails Australia is still very proud to announce our dynamic 
new website. It offers a greatly improved experience on your computer, tablet or mobile phone. You’ll find enhanced 
rail trail mapping, with the extent of our amazing rail trail network clearly visible now, and there is an option to follow 
your progress as you travel along ones you are not familiar with.

You can now manage your paid 
membership amongst many other 
things and it has other features that will 
also reduce our admin time. 

As time and finances permit, we also 
want to make further improvements, 
particularly to the rail trail descriptions 
to make them even more detailed 
and user friendly. We look forward to 
announcing these developments when 
they are completed.

We have worked on this for over a year, 
taking a huge amount of volunteer time 
and energy and we are really looking 
forward to getting on with other aspects of 
supporting rail trails now, after a brief rest! 

However, it is certainly worth it based 
on the feedback and analytics to date.  
Some of the website, particularly the 
mapping was inspired by the Rails-to-
Trails Conservancy in the US and Editor-
in-Chief Amy Kapp said “I just wanted 
to let you know that the new website 
is stunning! I hope you get some great 
engagement and support.”

Thank you again to our supporters and 
donors who have made this possible. 
Make the most of our new website to 
help you enjoy our wonderful rail trails! 

Rather than many more words a few 
images to describe the website’s 
evolution.

Damian McCrohan
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Website hits new level

In the 1990s, printed guidebooks 
still ruled. We did have a very basic 
website to provide a presence on 
the brave, new world wide web. In 
2002, we launched our first true 
website with trail descriptions!

In 2012, after a year’s 
effort, we launched a brand 
new website, with mapping 

based on Google Maps, 
more photos and a lot  

more rail trails.

Above: In 2021, again after more than a year’s 
effort, Alan Abrahams, Alexander McCooke 
and Damian celebrating the launch of the new 
website, in 2021 Covid style.

Above: An example of the new 
mapping on a mobile device, 
showing your current location.

Left: The new 2021 website is live!
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Nothing lasts forever. On South Australia’s Coast to Vines Rail Trail, it was 
the bridge over the Onkaparinga River that needed a little love. The trail 
crosses the river near Old Noarlunga on the original 1912 steel structure and 
when the trail was being built in 2007 the 66m bridge, with concrete support 
pylons, was still in good condition after more than 50 years of carrying trains.

So the bridge was modified to 
accommodate a shared path by the 
removal of its steel lattice sides and the 
installation of treated-pine timber decking 
and balustrades before the trail opened. 
After 14 years as part of the trail, the 
decking and balustrades had deteriorated 
to the point where there were ongoing 
safety issues for users. The structure 
also did not meet current standards for 
disabled access and bike paths.

The City of Onkaparinga called for 
design and construction submissions for 
the refurbishment of the bridge, with 
the job being awarded to Civil Tech 
Pty Ltd, a company based in Eastwood, 

SA. The project involved removal of 
the existing deck and balustrades and 
installation of a galvanised-steel support 
structure for the new deck fixed to the 
original bridge. A non-slip deck made of 
non-slip plastic was installed along with 
galvanised-steel balustrades.

The recycled-plastic decking was 
supplied by another local company, APR 
Manufacturing Group in Edinburgh, SA. 
The site has cultural significance so the 
work was done without any excavation 
on the riverbanks. It was costed at 
$220,000 and Civil Tech was able to 
complete the work within budget and 
one month ahead of schedule. 

Being on one of SA’s most prominent 
trails, the bridge reopened while the 
council completed minor works on 
the approaches to the slightly wider 
structure. The path extends 37km from 
Marino Rocks railway station on the 
southern outskirts of Adelaide down the 
Fleurieu Peninsula into the Southern 
Vales Wine Region.

The historic towns of Old Reynella 
and Old Noarlunga are among the 
highlights. Helen Dominish, of the 
Adelaide-based Uncool Cycling Club, 
says the Coast to Vines is suitable 
for riding all year, “with its excellent 
bitumen surface”.

BACK IN BUSINESS
A little love has gone a long way on the Coast to Vines Rail Trail

The refurbished Onkaparinga Railway 
Bridge is a sizeable structure. 

Left: Galvanized steel framework and non-slip 
plastic decking should last a while.

Right: Now that’s what you might call a 
substantial bollard, but it’s actually a vent for 
the sewer pipe under the bridge. Photos: Mark 
Draper

DESIGN CRITERIA
The bridge revamp included:

• An increase in deck width from 2.7m 
to the current standard of 3m.

• A surface made from certified, non-
slip material suitable for pedestrians, 
cyclists and horses.

• Complies with Disability 
Discrimination Act.

• Meets Australian Standard AS5100 – 
Bridges Related to Shared-use Paths.
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Who would have thought that a rail trail would be an instant hit?   
Photo:  Damian McCrohan

Waking the giant
In little over a year, NSW has gone from having no trails on government 
rail corridors to having one open, another under construction and a 
third pushing for legislation to free up the land it needs.

The belated official opening of the 
Tumbarumba to Rosewood Rail 
Trail earlier this year was the perfect 
opportunity for rail trail supporters and 
RTA representatives from around the 
country to discuss how to make faster 
progress on trail development in NSW 
… what works and what doesn’t. The 
day before the trail’s official opening, 
RTA hosted an information forum at the 
Tumbarumba Bowling Club organised 
and chaired by Dr Dennis Puniard, vice-
president of the Molonglo Rail Trail group, 
with support from Snowy Rivers Council.

Over 70 people attended thanks to a 
break in COVID restrictions, with RTA 
presenters including President Damian 
McCrohan and Vice-President Steven 
Kaye. Speeches and presentations 
were made by TRRT heavy lifters Owen 
Fitzgerald and Grant Harris, as well as 
Snowy Valleys Council Mayor Cr James 
Hayes and the local MLA, the Hon Justin 
Clancy. His predecessor Greg Aplin, a key 
figure in the approval of the trail, gave 
a very informative talk on the history of 
the rail trail from the political side.  

The forum heard updates from rail trail 
advocacy groups around NSW and, 
importantly, from Richie Robinson 
(manager, tourism programs for the 
NSW Department of Regional NSW) 
who confirmed that the TRRT would 
be evaluated against the economic and 
community-acceptance targets set when 
the project was approved.

Before Tumbarumba, they had little to 
go on, with NSW only having two short 
rail-side trails at Oberon and Toronto 
and a couple on former private railway 
corridors in Newcastle, the Fernleigh 
Track and Glendale to Wallsend 
Cycleway. So how did the Tumbarumba 
to Rosewood Rail Trail get the 
greenlight?  Was it just good luck and 
good timing?  Well, the answer is yes 
but it was mainly sheer determination 
and a lot of hard work by a small group 
in the Tumbarumba region.

It was about 18 years ago that Owen 
Fitzgerald got together with Grant 
Harris and other local identities, formed 
a committee and started to work on the 
project. This is where Rail Trails Australia 
came into play. Owen contacted 
Damian McCrohan looking for some 
guidance. Although RTA does not build 
rail trails, we have a huge amount of 
resources gathered over the years that 
can help and guide rail trail committees.

It soon became obvious that building 
a Riverina Highlands RT covering the 
entire 129km rail corridor was fraught 
with difficulties. The committee took 
a gamble and decided that it would 
be easier to concentrate on the 21km 
section between Tumbarumba and 
Rosewood, but it wasn’t until 2017 
that the Transport Act was amended to 
officially close that section of line  and 
transfer the corridor to Crown Lands.

The long effort was worth it. After the 
trail’s “virtual” opening last year, the 
committee and council were amazed 
at how quickly it became popular. 
Although people had been hit by 
lockdowns and travel restrictions, the 
TRRT had more than 20,000 users in 
its first year. That was showcased at 
the forum with the launch of a video 
produced by Rail Trails Australia in 
collaboration with Bicycle NSW and Rail 
Trails for NSW, featuring business people 
from Tumbarumba and Rosewood 
talking about the positive impact.

Fay Steward outlines the story so far for the 
Monaro Rail Trail.

Snowy Valleys Council 
Mayor James Hayes 
opens the NSW Rail 
Trails Forum.
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David McAlpine discovers how understanding horse riders’ 
requirements is key to improving the safety and experience  
for all user groups.

From short local rides to grand 
group treks over several days, the 
gentle gradients, wide surfaces and 
sweeping views of Australia’s rail 
trails can be a fulfilling experience on 
horseback, especially if their needs 
have been considered. The director of 
communications and marketing for the 
Australian Trail Horse Riders’ Association, 
Claire Bourke, says consulting the 
equine community when upgrading 
or constructing new trails is crucial to 
ensuring the horses’ safety and access.

“For me, personally, what I am looking 
for is a good surface. I’m also looking 
at distances and facilities. Most people 
don’t really like an out-and-back ride, 
I would have to say. So, connectivity 
is most important,” Ms Bourke says. 
Allowing plenty of room for horse 
float parking and the safe loading of 
horses away from other user groups is 
an important consideration in rail trail 
design.

“If we need to do a vehicle shuffle, 
we need somewhere to safely tie up 
the horses. It is nice to have a good 
tie-up point away from other vehicles 
and passing traffic,” Ms Bourke says. 
She emphasises that there is not a 
preferred trail surface but there should 
be a balance between it being soft 
without sharp stones and being firm to 
withstand erosion. 

“Any sort of asphalt, pavers or similar 
surfaces are slippery and hot [for 
horses]. It is not good for people taking 
their dogs for a walk, either. On the 
Brisbane Valley Rail Trail, for example, 

they have camels, donkeys and all sorts 
of animals out there. They even have 
dogs with sleds that use that trail. The 
surface needs to be relatively smooth 
but also have good drainage.”

Of the rail trails that permit use by 
horses, such as the Warburton Rail Trail, 
some allow them on the shared path 
while others only allow them on the 
grass beside the trail. “It is acceptable in 
some areas and can be pleasant for the 
horses to ride on the grass. provided it 
is not wet. Obviously if there has been 
rain, you are going to compromise your 
surface of the grass and there is more 
potential for damage.”

Water
A trail’s design should consider its likely 
patronage, whether horse yards are 
needed and how water will be provided. 
“Is it likely that people will be staying 
overnight or are they just calling in 
for lunch? If they are just calling in for 
lunch and are not likely to be staying in 
that region, then a good tie-up point is 
quite ideal,” Ms Bourke says 

Although steel yards may present a 
higher upfront cost than timber, they 
typically last longer and are more 
resistant to bushfire damage. Any yards 
should be solid enough to allow large 
horses to rub and lean on them.

“If horses are likely to be spending the 
night there, you need a yard of at least 4x4 
metres. Then you must have a gateway 
wide enough to lead a horse through 
easily, at least 1.5 metres. The yards need 
to have a well-drained base – for example, 
dolomite over crushed rock or geocell 
material. Building a yard correctly in the 
first place is the way to go.”

Stock gates on trails present several 
issues for horse riders if not constructed 
with them in mind, Ms Bourke explains. 
Latches should be positioned towards 
the top of the gate so riders of larger 
horses can reach them. Many trails 
have installed cattle grids next to gates, 
allowing cyclists to pass unhindered, 
but the gates should open in a manner 
that does not place the horse next to a 

HOLD YOUR HORSES

Any sort of asphalt,  
pavers or similar surfaces  
are slippery and hot [for 
horses]. It is not good for 
people taking their dogs  

for a walk, either.

On the BVRT: “Neigh one told  
me the Brisbane Valley Rail Trail 
was 162km, still 139 to go!”
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cattle grid or sharp drop-off. Timber or 
concrete mounting blocks on either side 
of gateways allow riders to dismount, 
open the gate, lead the horse through 
and then remount without difficulty.

Besides her concerns about trail 
surfaces, float parking and stabling, Ms 
Bourke highlights the importance of 
trail users knowing how to pass horses. 
“It depends on if they are coming from 
the front or the back. If you’re coming 
up from the front, stop, pull over and 
actually talk to the rider. Say hello, 
wave. Then the horses realise it is a 
person,” she says.

“If you are coming up from behind, 
what you need to understand is that 
horses are a ‘flight’ animal. Call out, 
don’t ring a bell. The riders will move 
over and let people pass. It is about 
having that understanding to watch the 
horse. If the rider says stop, just stop. It 
is common sense but some people don’t 
understand that horses are nervous and 
that they could kick.

“It is about working closely with other 
user groups to make sure everyone is 
having a fun, safe time on the trail. Most 
of the user groups mix really well on the 
rail trails. We need to work together to 
help to educate people.”

Do you have a story about your 
experiences riding rail trails on 
horseback? Would your rail trail 
organisation like to promote your riding 
events and horse-friendly facilities?  
We would love to hear from you for a 
future edition of Connections.

Despite horses being a 
‘flight’ animal, it is all 
about education and 

working closely with other 
user groups to make sure 
everyone is having a fun, 

safe time on the trail

Above: No mounting blocks for riders to get off 
at this gate on the Mary Valley Rail Trail.  
Photo: Karen Davidson

Below L: A new horse unloading area at the 
Yering Station site on the Yarra Valley Rail Trail. 
Photo: Yarra Ranges Shire 

Below R: Walkers and horse riders co-exist 
happily on the BVRT between Toogoolwah  
and Ottaba. Photo: Karen Davidson

Woady Yallock bridge: If horses are on a 
bridge, it’s a good idea to wait for them 
to cross. Photo: Damian McCrohan



You’ve got to have Friends: Bendigo-Kilmore
A Victorian Friends group has 
reinvigorated an existing rail 
trail and is  spearheading a 
major extension, demonstrating 
the potential of harnessing   
community connections, writes 
David McAlpine.

The Friends of the Bendigo-Kilmore Rail 
Trail demonstrate how such a group 
can revitalise a trail, inspired by fresh 
energy and ambitious plans. President 
Garry Long says the initial focus after 
the group’s formation in 2009 was 
the “unloved” O’Keefe Rail Trail. The 
original 19km path between Bendigo 
and Axedale was one of the first rail 
trails established in Victoria, in the early 
’90s and was looking rather tired.

“That was community driven, as 
well as by the local council. Over the 
intervening period, it went off the radar 
of both the community and council, 
which was the manager of the trail, 
so it deteriorated, wasn’t loved and 
wasn’t inviting,” Mr Long says. “We 
have worked with council ever since 
then to both improve the trail, provide 
additional assets and extend it.

The original line stretched from 
Heathcote Junction, near Wallan, to 
Bendigo. This corridor was identified 
early in the group’s activities as an 
avenue to extend the O’Keefe trail 
beyond its humble beginnings. “The 
reasoning behind calling our group the 
Friends of the Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail, 

when there was no such trail, was just 
to take the blinkers off a lot of people’s 
minds. To tell the community that the 
19km trail could be better than what 
it was and we think it could be 120km 
long,” Mr Long says.

The Friends lobbied the local and state 
governments to attract $3.2 million 
in funding for a 30km extension to 
Heathcote, which opened in 2015. 
They are now endeavouring to further 
extend the trail to fulfill their grand 
vision. “We have passionate people 
who are community-minded, as well 

as seeing the benefits of rail trails and 
the significance and popularity of them 
now, especially now in the COVID 
period when the traffic counts have 
gone up significantly,” Mr Long says.

“We were the ones who provided the 
vision. Our group brought to the table 
our trail experience and the council 
brought their infrastructure-build 
experience. The Friends group is made 
up of quite a wide range of people, 
mainly retired, from a wide range of 
backgrounds. We have engineers, 
community-consultation type people 
and people with hands-on skills who 
love to get their hands on a project out 
on the trail.” 

Recent projects include installing 29 
signs between Axedale and Heathcote, 
giving the name of the road being 
crossed by the trail at each location. 
These signs bolster the overall identity 
of the trail and are reminiscent of the 
old “whistle posts” that used to alert 
locomotive drivers to blow their whistles 
before an approaching road crossing.
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Reproducing elements of the original 
railway infrastructure has been a big 
focus. These level crossing gates are  
at Heathcote.

Members of this Friends group are not afraid to be noticed. 



9Rail Trail Connections • Spring 2021

“Quite a wide variety of people make 
up the Friends group and I think that’s 
one of the benefits of this community-
minded group is that you have got 
those skills and all that knowledge.” – 
Garry Long

Mr Long thinks that the variety of 
activities, from lobbying and planning, 
to hands-on projects and the social 
aspects of the group, provides 
balance for the volunteers. He also 
acknowledges that some people do not 
have time for active participation but 
support the Friends financially through 
their membership.

“Some people are quite interested in 
doing projects on the rail trail. Others are 
keen to participate in activities such as 
rides organised by the Friends group,” he 
says. “Our particular group has ridden on 
a number of rail trails in Victoria.

“A number of us have also been to New 
Zealand and ridden trails in both the 

South Island and North Island. One of 
the challenges for us now is to attract 
[members from] younger age groups 
because people are so busy working and 
have young families.”

You can follow the progress of the 
Friends of the Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail 
at www.bendigokilmorerailtrail.com 
and on Facebook.

Photos courtesy of the Friends

RIDE2SCHOOL 
For many primary students, the annual 
Ride2School day involves a trip along 
busy roads and footpaths, but not for 
kids who live near rail trails. A group 
of Grade 3 to 6 students at Axedale 
Primary School gathered before sunrise 
at Peppercorn Park, Longlea, to ride the 
8km to Axedale along a section of the 
O’Keefe Rail Trail led by members of the 
Friends of the Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail. 

President Garry Long says there was a 
mix of riding abilities: some confident 
children seemed tempted to pass the 
ride leaders while others slowly filtered 
towards the back of the group, to be 
encouraged and supported by the 
adults. Good progress meant there was 
time for a short stop at the Axedale 
Station platform. 

“We have assisted the Axedale Primary 
School over a number of years with their 
cycling-based activities,” Garry said. 
Members also helped Heathcote Primary 
School with its Ride2School program 
this year. 

Variety is the spice of life for the Friends of 
Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail, shown here  

with one of their new whistle posts.
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While large parts of Australia 
lurched between lockdowns, 
Mary-Anne Cariss managed to 
participate in a trek highlighting 
mental health issues.

There’s no question that the on-going 
pandemic-related restrictions are sapping 
everyone’s energy and motivation to 
plan anything more challenging than 
a light lunch, so it’s rather amazing to 
think that we managed to do a three-day 
walk in March. 

Victoria’s Beechworth to Bridge event 
is the work of the B2B not-for-profit 
group, which is seeking to remove the 
stigma of suicide, improve the process 
of healing and promote the concept 
that depression is treatable, and suicide 
preventable. 

The walk is an annual event on the 
Murray to Mountains Rail Trail, but 
it’s never been more timely than this 
year. The 74km trip might seem a little 
arduous but the first day is a gentle 
16km journey down the incline from 

Beechworth to Everton. Whether 
you want to walk for one day, two, 
or all three, you can meet survivors 
of depression and share your story, 
remember loved ones or reflect quietly 
along the beautiful rail trail.

The B2B team supplies plenty of 
support, including first aid, water, a bus, 
portable loos on a trailer, snacks and 
lunch on the three days by local service 
clubs and lots of smiling faces to check 
on how you are going.

Beechworth to Everton 16km
We left at 8am on the first day from the 
former Beechworth Train Station and 
arrived at Everton by midday, walking 
at a very comfortable pace and taking 
in the beautiful surroundings. The trail 
was in excellent condition and was easy 
under foot all the way to Bright.

My four friends and I loved moving 
through the bush and undulating 
farmland, very grateful to know we had 
three days ahead of us with no other 
place to be, no one to be responsible for 
and plenty of time to chat! The group 
of around 50 spread out quickly as they 
found their own pace –  friends, families, 
dogs, prams and, yes, even some bikes. 
We walked past several wineries and had 
we not been on a schedule could have 
easily stopped. Luckily, the prospect of 
lunch prepared by Beechworth Rotary 
lured us on to the Everton Station site. 

The 103-year old Everton Hotel had 
used last year’s extended lockdown to 
renovate and although not yet officially 
reopened back in March (it is now), 
at the request of B2B the hotel let us 
in and we all enjoyed relaxing for the 
afternoon before an early night at the 
Everton Caravan Park. As the B2B is an 

10

BEATING THE BLUES
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optional one-, two- or three-day affair, 
some said their farewells while others 
went home to re-join us in the morning. 

Everton to Myrtleford 28km
The beginning of this section of the 
M2M follows the highway and it had a 
different feel for us from the previous 
day. We enjoyed walking past many 
cows and open farmland. The walk up 
through Taylors Gap took us away from 
the highway and we found ourselves in 
beautiful woodland.

Taylors Gap is a long, steady climb and 
a bit more of a challenge so we were 
glad to get to the top and start heading 
down towards Myrtleford. Lunch was 
provided by Myrtleford Rotary Club 
on the wide lawns in front of Gapsted 
Winery.

The weather was not as kind, and we 
did not linger long before continuing to 
Myrtleford, arriving around 2pm. Given 
the weather, we did not encounter 
many bike riders on the trail but we 
were always grateful if they had a 
decent bell to warn us, particularly 
when approaching from behind.

After supporting some local hotels in 
the afternoon, our tired bodies filled up 
on delicious food at the Tu Vietnamese 
Street Food restaurant in Myrtleford. 

Myrtleford to Bright 30km
After everyone had found their morning 
coffee fix, we set off for the last day on 
the relatively flat walk to Porepunkah. 
Blisters and aches and pains were 
starting to surface with our longest 
walk ahead of us. The weather had 
improved and we enjoyed the familiarity 
of walking, and coming across the same 
people in a group we had gotten to 
know.

Sunday bike riders were also making 
good use of the trail, along with joggers 
and other walkers. There was so much 
to see along this trail, flower farms 
and gardens, wineries and various 
farm animals (deer, alpaca, sheep, 
goats, cows…) and the magnificent 
escarpments of Mount Buffalo.

Bright Lions Club provided lunch as 
we rested under lovely trees in front of 
Feathertop Winery. With fatigue starting 
to set in, we pushed on to Porepunkah 
where we were rewarded by views of 
the Ovens River and Alpine peaks up 
ahead. 

The remaining trail to Bright has 
beautiful scenery but, after walking for 
three days, our appreciation had waned. 
We completed our walk in Bright 
around 4pm, tired but elated. After our 
very close inspection of this section of 
the M2M it is clear that it is not only in 
excellent condition but being well used 
and appreciated by many.

Photos: Helen Newman, Nomad Films

Victoria’s Beechworth to 
Bridge event is the work  
of the B2B not-for-profit 
group, which is seeking  
to remove the stigma of 
suicide and improve the  

process of healing



SUMMARY FINANCE REPORT 2021 2020
 $ $
INCOME 52,971 40,806

Member’s subscriptions 22,393 22,958
Donations 12,002 8,234
Sales 18,178 5,773
Other 398 3,841

EXPENDITURE 64,464 45,109
Administration staff 41,620 26,674
Website costs 1,300 1,451
Magazine production 10,484 6,635
Production of RTA Products 4,438 6,635
Advocacy expenses 838 1,833
Fees and administrative expenses 2,824 5,939
Community Grants 2,960 2,477

LOSS FROM ORDINARY ACTIVITIES -11,493 -4303
Website Development Cost -53,769 -150
Less Special Purpose Donation Received 47,500 0
Balance at beginning of FY 107,666 111,969

BALANCE AT END OF FINANCIAL YEAR 89,904 107,666

Rail Trail Connections • Spring 2021

The committee recognises and thanks 
the significant number of volunteers 
contributing to our work.

Regional (state) representatives are 
essential in our role of providing up-
to-date information on rail trails and in 
assisting trail community groups. The 
reps are listed on page two.

Our website and social media are highly 
valued in providing information on 
using rail trails and the latest news on 
what is happening. Alan, Damian and 
the regional reps have been doing a lot 
on the website content. According to 
Google Analytics we had 278,000 users 
in the financial year (up 20% on the 
previous year).

Warwick Duncan continues his great 
work promoting rail trails through our 
social media platforms and that resulted 
in significant growth in followers on 
Facebook (7242, up 30%), Twitter (970, 
up 37%) and Instagram (2679 up 32%).

Rail Trail Connections magazine is valued 
by members and also for promoting Rail 
Trails Australia and the trails themselves. 
Wolter Kuiper and Damian McCrohan 
put this together. David McAlpine is a 
university student who is paid to prepare 
some articles. Graphyte Media is paid to 
set out and print the magazine.

Alan and Vicky Abrahams pack and post 
the printed magazines.

Admin officer
Alan Abrahams continues in this part-
time paid position, and contributes a lot 
of volunteer time as well. He continues 
to do a fantastic job in maintaining 
our membership level and in helping 
co-ordinate our growing number of 

volunteers. He is also looking at other 
ways for RTA to assist rail trails. 

Sponsorship
Thanks to Softco Solutions for their 
support on the website development.

Some highlights of the year
• Production of the Tumbarumba to 

Rosewood Rail Trail Economic Benefits 
video in conjunction with Bicycle NSW 
and Rail Trails for NSW. Thanks to Bev 
Stoch on leading this challenging 
project.

• The NSW Rail Trail Forum in 
Tumbarumba, and associated family 
day, on the Tumbarumba Rail Trail. 
Many from the RTA team contributed 
to this event which brought together 
officials, elected representatives, 
NSW RT groups and RTA folk to 
share experiences and lessons about 
developing rail trails in NSW.

• New products such as jigsaws (popular 
during COVID restrictions) and 
bandanas. Thanks to Alan, Alexander, 
Damian and Steven.

• After many years of discussion, 
the planning and commissioning 
of the new website got underway 
last year. The new portal replaces 
our faithful, but ageing, 2012 
website and, importantly, is mobile-
device friendly for use on trails. It 
also provides an integrated user/
membership management and 
communication system which will be 
a big improvement on our current 
three separate systems. It has faced 
some major challenges. Despite 
the preparation of a thorough 
brief, a tendering process and the 
appointment of a known company, it 

became apparent that that firm was 
not suitable to develop the website 
we specified. So a decision was made 
to appoint Softco Solutions to finish 
the work and they made tremendous 
progress to recover the situation. 
Thanks to Damian McCrohan, Alan 
Abrahams and Alexander McCooke for 
many long days and nights of work 
on this over many months. Thank you 
also to the regional representatives for 
preparing new rail trail descriptions and 
Carson Creagh for a big review effort. It 
is now becoming a great website.

• Ongoing input into many actual and 
potential rail trails across Australia with 
regular visitation and communication 
with trail advocates and managers, 
despite severe limits on travel.

• Ongoing maintenance of financial 
viability and prosperity of RTA despite 
difficulties with income generation.

2021-2022 Financial Year
• We will continue to follow our 2020-

2022 strategy, building on this financial 
year’s great work. The completion of 
improvements to the new website is 
the biggest priority for the committee.

• More focus on supporting regional 
representatives and making some 
progress in states with limited 
development.

• More effort on documenting the 
benefits of rail trails and their 
maintenance costs, which is the type of 
information most requested by rail trail 
advocacy groups.

Finally, thank you to all our supporters 
whose contributions through 
membership and/or donations are greatly 
appreciated.

RTA Annual Report CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Imagine at some time in the future being able to hop off one of Victoria’s 
Shepparton trains at Murchison East [currently no easy feat] before riding on 
the impressive former railway bridge over the Goulburn River on the way to 
Murchison for an overnight stay. The next day you’d be climbing on your bike 
and heading out along the recently rebranded Waranga Rail Trail to explore the 
famous gold mining town of Rushworth and have lunch at its renowned bakery.

Left: Proposed gardens 
at Girgarre. Image 
courtesy T.C.L. 2021

Right: A short section  
of rail trail is open  

at the historic town  
of Rushworth
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THE RUSH IS ON

Maybe you’d have time for an afternoon 
ride to the historic Whroo mining area, 
where some mountain bikers might 
decide to ride the 63km of state forest 
tracks southwest on the just-completed 
Heathcote to Murchison Trail before 
heading on to Bendigo on the O’Keefe 
Rail Trail for the train home.

Those who did head back to Rushworth 
would have to decide which way to 
go on the T-shaped Waranga Rail Trail, 
west along the old railway route to 
Colbinabbin, completed in 1914, or 
north on the route of the old branch 
line to Girgarre which was finished three 
years later. The completion of the rail 
trail to “Colbi” will have made it possible 
for many more to enjoy the amazing art 
on the three large grain silos right in the 
centre of town, which even features the 
old timber station.

If you’re not into silo art, maybe you’ll be 
more interested in a traditional pub lunch 
or in having a snack from the community 
owned general store while sitting under 
the veranda watching the happenings 
on Mitchell Street? After backtracking 
to Rushworth, you’d be hard pressed 
not to admire the foresight of the locals 
who bought the railway station and 
surrounding land to retain it for posterity. 

Heading north past Stanhope on the 
new trail there’d be more community-
mindedness on display in Girgarre. 
Imagine being surprised by the “Small 
Town Big Spirit” ambassador welcoming 
you, perhaps if the timing was right the 
music from the popular Girgarre Music 
Festival would keep your travelling 
companions entertained, before you 
stepped into the relaxing restaurant and 
bar of the RSL.

Too tame? What about visiting a dairy 
farm to see camels being milked? Some 
might be surprised to learn that here 
also the community took charge of the 
push for a Girgarre-Stanhope Rail Trail 
with the completion of a 2km section in 
2015. Equally impressive would be the 
amazingly bold Gargarro Botanic Garden, 
on which work started in 2022. 

There’s so much to see and so many 
experiences on offer to visitors in these 
small communities yet all of these sorts 
of proposals need forward-thinking state 
governments and councils to invest 
in linking our little treasure troves by 
repurposing the former railway lines 
that once were vital in sustaining their 
economic development. The resulting 
trails could do it again.

Garry Long

Colbinabbin silo art. 
Photo: Garry Long

Decking the impressive Goulburn River bridge is the 
key to linking Murchison East with the existing rail 
trail at Murchison. Photo: Garry Long



Spending big
Like a large proportion of the 
Australian population, the Victorian 
state government has resorted to retail 
therapy to help them get through 
the pandemic, and this has lead to 
a substantial investment in rail trails 
and associated tourism infrastructure.

In a budget of more than $600 million 
for regional projects over the next four 
years, the government has included 
$3.35 million for work on a “northern 
loop” path to take visitors from the 
yet-to-be-completed Yarra Valley Trail at 
Yarra Glen to the tourist attractions in 
the surrounding area.

There’s also $1.77 million towards the 
development of a “rail trail” for the 4km 

from Eildon to the Blue Gums Caravan 
Park at Snobs Creek, although we’re 
struggling to find evidence of there 
having been trains in the area. Further 
south, with a handout of $1.2 million, 
Regional Development Victoria and the 
Mitchell, Murrindindi and Mansfield 
shire councils will install large-scale 
sculptural artworks and wayfinding 
signage on the Great Victorian Rail Trail.

Mitchell Shire Mayor Councillor Rhonda 
Sanderson said the funding was a fantastic 
outcome. “We’re very excited to see the 
artworks, and I’m sure they will become 
tourist attractions as iconic as the silo art 
trails in regional Victoria,” she said.

Other rail trails are expected to benefit 
from associated tourism projects in the 
Visitor Economy Recovery and Reform 
Plan, such as an “immersive food and 
wine experience” at All Saints Estate in 
Rutherglen on the Murray to Mountains. 

Photo: EuroBUG
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SHORT LINES

Eurobodalla BUG members will have more to look at next time they visit the Great Victorian Rail Trail. 

BIKE HIRE
• E-BIKE $75 per day• HYBRID BIKE $45 per day

Off to uni
Mt Gambier residents will be able to 
use their 12.4km rail trail at night with 
the installation of solar lighting for its 
entire length, thanks to an $800,000 
grant from the SA government. 

The council will also use that money to 
build a 2km feeder path for students 
from the rail trail’s end at Wandilo Road 
to the university and TAFE campus. A 
trail extension west to Tollner Road was 
finished earlier this year, completing the 
conversion of the former railway line. 
The project is unusual in that the shared 
path has been built over the old tracks 
and sleepers.

B2L trail is a goer
It might not be a rail trail, but it’s 
the next best thing. 

Queensland’s Department of Transport 
and Main Roads has announced the 
construction of a rail-side trail between 
Beerburrum and Landsborough to 
be delivered with the Beerburrum to 
Nambour Rail Upgrade project on the 
Sunshine Coast.

TMR has allocated $6.5m to plan the 
17km shared path between Beerburrum 
and Landsborough and construct a 
6km section of it between Glass House 
Mountains and Beerwah. The trail will 
get pedestrians and cyclists off the busy 
Steve Irwin Way.
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The Yarra Valley Trail to 
Yering offers an easier 

ride than the climb to Mt 
Evelyn on the Warburton 
trail. Photo: Steven Kaye

GSRT goes further
While work is still underway on the 
Great Southern Rail Trail’s extension 
north to Nyora, the Victoria state 
government has already announced 
another $6m to take it 21km east 
from Welshpool to Alberton to link 
up with the Tarra Trail. 

The work is to be undertaken by the 
Wellington and South Gippsland shire 
councils and is expected to start within 
12 months.

It will make the GSRT the longest rail 
trail in the state, at 135km from Nyora 
to Yarram (1km more than the Great 
Vic), with potential for a further north-
westerly extension to Dandenong.

Rain delays Yarra trail
Poor weather has delayed planning 
progress on the Yarra Valley Trail’s 
4.5km extension from Yering to 
Yarra Glen, with the shire council 
still not in a position to put the  
work out to tender. 

The project involves repairing and 
reinforcing existing timber trestle 
bridges and the construction of a 780m 

boardwork over the Yarra River next to 
a bridge which burnt down on Black 
Saturday.

The council has $6.5m for this section 
after completing the less-challenging 
7.5km from Lilydale to Yering for $2m. 
From Yarra Glen, stage two of the 
proposed trail will be a rail-side path 
to Healesville and then stage three will 
go to a point somewhere along the 
Warburton Rail Trail, possibly via the 
Coranderrk Aqueduct.

Yack attack
Ongoing restrictions due to 
the pandemic have resulted 
in a delay in the anticipated 
completion date for the 
Beechworth to Yackandandah 
Rail Trail. 

However, Indigo Shire Council has 
been fortunate to secure additional 
funding from the federal and state 
government-supported Road Safety 
Program. The program paid for 
a crossing point on Beechworth-
Wodonga Road at Wooragee to 
enable trail users to safely reach the 
Wooragee public toilets and picnic 
area. The funding is also supporting 
trail safety along the Yackandandah 
Road, and the shared path through 
the Yackandandah township that 
is the connection to Osbornes Flat. 
Yet to get underway is the 4.9km 
Section Seven along Kibell Lane, with 
project completion now expected 
next year.

Going for a hat-trick
NSW is on its way to its third, and 
potentially longest, major trail on  
a government rail corridor. 

It has been announced that up to 
$8.7million from the Bushfire Local 
Economic Recovery fund will go towards 
the New England Rail Trail between 
Armidale and the Queensland border. 

Glen Innes Severn Council will build the 
iconic 35.5km section between Glen Innes 
and Ben Lomond, which was Australia’s 
highest passenger railway station.

The total trail from Armidale to 
Wallangarra would be 210km, dwarfing 
the Tumbarumba to Rosewood (21km 
of a potential 129km Riverina Highlands 
RT) and Tweed Valley (24km under 
construction of the potentially 134km 
Northern Rivers RT) that have preceded 
it in NSW but the NERT is still subject 
to state government legislation to allow 
development of the corridor.

Things could be getting a lot 
busier around Glen Innes  
railway station.  
Photo: Damian McCrohan



One of the highlights of a restricted year was the official opening and first Family Day on  
the 21km Tumbarumba to Rosewood Rail Trail in southern NSW. A big community turn 
out despite unusually cold weather for April. A few photos to show some of the action in 
between the big events at either end. Photos: Damian McCrohan.


