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AOTOF           Bi-Monthly Next meeting
                       11 Feb 7pm at CFA shed and zoom 
                       
CWA               3rd Monday of the month  
                       15 Feb 7pm at CFA Shed. 

Quilters          Fridays —St Paul’s, Drake St. 1pm -5pm

Junior golf coaching   with Fred Kath 
                        4pm Tuesdays at the driving range

Library click and collect  Last Friday in the month.
                        2.00pm —3.30pm at the Axedale hall

Writer’s Club.   Last Friday in the month. 
                          2-3.30pm at the Axedale Hall

Longlea Landcare Meeting 
                       Meeting Longlea Recreation Reserve;          
                       7:30pm 1st Monday on even months

Stay Connected Thursdays 9.30am Tavern

St Andrews Uniting church 
           Services 1st and 3rd Sunday in the month at 2.30pm

Congratulations to Sonya Browne.
Axedale Citizen of the Year

 2021 being presented with her 
award by Chris Hobson AOTOF 

President

mailto:antics3551@gmail.com
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ANTICS POLICY 

The Axedale Antics is a voluntarily run, free monthly paper for the community of Axedale, surrounding towns and districts and the rural 

area of Eppalock Ward. The  volunteers are a sub-committee of  AXEDALE—OUR TOWN OUR FUTURE  Inc., and the aim is to provide 

information and light entertainment for all ages, to present unbiased and fair information, and to assist with community services. The 

Antics also offers  an advertising vehicle for  local and district businesses  and enterprises.   

This communication offers everyone the opportunity to express their views. The editors retain the right to refuse to publish any article 

that is racially prejudiced, slanderous, libellous, uncouth, unsuitable for family reading, or is harmful to any individual, business or 

association. Furthermore,  no abuse (verbal or otherwise) towards the volunteers who create or contribute to ‘the Antics ‘will be 

tolerated. 

All items submitted must have the writer’s name, address & phone contact included, & all political content, if published, with the 

author’s name & address. Letters to the Editor MUST include sender’s name & address (not necessarily for publication - “a nom-de-

plume”  may be used). There are no charges associated with news items, personal articles, community notices, etc.  

As the Antics is produced & distributed free to readers, any donations towards publication & distribution costs will be gratefully 

accepted & receipted. If you wish donations to be acknowledged in the Antics, please let us know. 

The Antics is your paper………...we like to fill it with contributions from our readers—so please send in your news—weddings, births, club 

news, amusing events, stories, poems, jokes (clean please), pictures etc., and of course your business advertisements by the 

deadline of the 23rd of the month. LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS—PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES 

 BY THIS DATE—otherwise you miss out again, & nobody knows that you exist, or what you are doing. Use the Antics to keep the community 

aware of your existence & up to date on your activities.  

Do you wish to advertise in the Antics? 
 
Simply send through your advertising 
material (in PDF format). 
Any enquiries... 
  
Phone:  0408 537 911 |  email: antics3551@hotmail.com. 

Advertising Rates (per month) 

Business Card    $10.00 

Quarter Page  $20.00 

Half Page   $30.00 

Full Page   $60.00 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT NETWORK 
 

    Axedale Primary School   Corina Hartland      5439 7232 

    Axedale Pre-School    Kate Woodman     5439 7549 

    Axedale Our Town Our Future  Chris Hobson     info@tederexperts.net 

    St Andrews Uniting Church    Glenis  Dyason    5439 7251 

    St Mary’s Catholic Church  St Therese’s       5443 3337 

          Axedale Hall  

   

Ann Mason 

    

5439 1210 

    Axedale CWA  

   

Becky Lesser 

    

0431 607776
 



The citizen of the year this year is awarded to a community member who is actively involved in all 
Axedale’s wide range of community activities.

Our citizen of the year is an office bearer of AOTOF, but more importantly is a ‘real hands on’ worker. This 
includes:

- Community Carols
- Children’s pirate  event
- Christmas light competitions
- Australia Day and Anzac Day’s

Our citizen of the year not only organises events, but as necessary seeks sponsorship and grants and 
when each activity is finished prepares the reports.

Even though some of our events have had to be curtailed due to COVID restrictions, this has not daunted 
our Citizen of the Year.

Drive pass her house and you will find various plants and produce for sale for most of the year. The 
money from these sales going direct to the school. Our winner also raises money for charities due to her 
work with the Body Shop. Our winner is currently working on establishing the Book Exchange and if that 
wasn’t enough is working on a project to have the ‘underpass’ on the rail trail painted with suitable 
indigenous art.

The Citizen of the year was also actively involved in Quick Shear.

On a personal note, and as an example of how this person works, late last year we decided to have a 
tennis school holiday program at the tennis club. Within less than a week our citizen of the year had over 
30 children enrolled.

Despite all the above our winner has a young family with all its demands along with her actual paid job!

It is with great pleasure that I announce the winner of the 2021 citizen of the year as 
Sonya Browne.

Axedale
Citizen of the Year 

presented by Chris Hobson 
AOTOF President

Members of AOTOF at the Axedale Citizen of the year award ceremony

Chris Hobson, AOTOF 
President, presenting the 
award to Sonya



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antics. So Sonya, were you born and bred here or when did you 
move to Axedale and why? 

Sonya. We moved to Axedale in 2006. I was born and brought 
up in Kalgoorlie and I met Stephen when we were working in the 
Big Pit mine there. I was driving those big mine trucks at the 
time. Stephen’s family is from Axedale and we moved here for 
Stephens’ work.   
Antics. What do you most like about Axedale? 

Antics. Is there anything you would change about Axedale?

Antics. Are you a dog or a cat person? 

Antics. Favourite movie, book or music? 

Antics. What advice would you give your younger self? 

Sonya. We love the sense of community here. We also think it is a place that is moving forward with a 
great vision of the future. Also if things need doing they get done, not complained about.

Sonya. Not really, the holiday traffic maybe! As I said before if anything needs to be improved things are 
acted on and changed. For example the greening of the park

Sonya. My favourite movie would be The Shawshank Redemption, and I am currently reading “The Dry” by 
Jane Harper

Sonya. I travelled a lot when I was younger. No regrets. Not so much as advice to my younger self but to 
other young people I would just say Give it a go!! 

And as I learnt on a course last year “If not now, when? If not me, who?”

Sonya. A dog person. We have our Jack Russell named Blue, and also 2 turtles, Sally and Millie and 
two guinea pigs Stanley and Chappie!!

We all know that community is all about people, and this
segment is to introduce some of these people to you and try
to find out just a little bit more about them.

This months Axedale Folk victim is this years recipient of the 
Axedale Citizen of the Year Award. As you would have read on 
the previous page the award went to Sonya Browne. Sonya is 
married to Stephen and has three children; Drew, Hudson and 
Emma who all attend Axedale Primary School. Sonya is a 
swimming teacher working at Harley Street swim school and 
also is the local Body Shop rep.

We caught up with Sonya after the award.
Antics. Congratulations on being awarded Axedale Citizen of 
the Year. What does that mean to you?  

Sonya. Well it is nice to receive the recognition for all the work 
I’ve done. I know that many people do appreciate what we are 
all trying to do in Axedale but I am very pleased and happy to 
receive this award.

Antics. What three words describe Axedale to you?

Sonya. Community. River and the park.

Antics. Thank you Sonya. A very good thought to conclude with! Congratulations once again. A well 
deserved award.



Axedale Community Garden

In case of emergency, there is a 
defibrillator placed just outside the Police 
Station in the centre of Axedale together with 
full instructions on it’s use.

Recently moved to Axedale?…..
Want to know what’s going on?

Well, first of all a warm welcome to you. Axedale is a 
friendly and inclusive community so you have made a 
great choice of a place to live!
The Antics is an excellent source of information on whats 
going on in Axedale and surrounds but Axedale Our Town 
Our future (AOTOF) have also compiled a Welcome Pack 
available to new residents with lots of information about 
living in the community, including fire safety, leaflets 
from various organisations and clubs that are active in the 
area.
Pick up a pack from the Axedale Post Office

UPDATE

Big thank you to David Turner and Tim Angus for all their work preparing and laying small concrete slab 
for the base of the garden shed.   The garden shed itself has been ordered and will be delivered early 
February (probably Wednesday 4 or 11 February).   Please contact Tim Angus 0400 383 628 if you are able 
to help with erection of the shed – we want to put it up the same day it is delivered.
Next stage will be erecting the wicking beds – again please contact Tim if you may have some time to help 
with this.

We have been able to obtain a wheelbarrow and some tools from St Vincent de Paul in Heathcote– big 
thanks to Vinnies for offering these to the community garden at very reasonable cost.

Donations to the project much appreciated – both cash and in-kind. Please contact Frances Ford for more 
details. One suggestion has been that we include a portable pizza oven or barbecue in our planning  so that 
people can gather over a meal, sharing some of the produce that we grow.  We also hope to be able to share 
any surplus food with Axedale outlet of Foodshare later this year.

We aim to have a gathering at the garden site at least once a month (probably on a Saturday morning).   
Please let Frances know fordangus@fastmail.net (or via facebook)  if you would like to be on group email 
list for these .



Where on Earth is that?

If you know drop us a line at 
antics3551@gmail.com and we will give 
you a mention in the next edition of 
antics.

All will be revealed in the next edition. 

If you have a photo suitable for “where 
in Axedale is this” send it to us plus the 
reveal photo for future inclusion.          

Courtesy of Angela Gladman 

So, did you know where in Axedale this is?

Axedale’s ‘Stonehenge’

While doing a spot of fishing or walking along the O’Keefe Rail Trail 
beside the Campaspe River, or playing a round of golf, you may 
have caught sight of Axedale’s best kept secret over the other side 
of the river.

Our local version of ‘Stonehenge’? Well, perhaps not that 
mysterious but almost as impressive in scale!

This months Where on Earth is that?   

The well weathered timber piles, walers and cross heads that remain standing (subject to termite activity) 
is on private property to the south-east of the original river crossing of the Wallan to Bendigo railway line. 
When the building of the bridge was originally finished in 1888 by contractor Andrew O’Keefe, it was a 
significant timber structure at over 2000 feet (610 metres) long and crossed over both the river and its 
adjoining flood plain.

What remains is a reminder of the remarkable 19th century Campaspe River bridge structure.

Well done to Kevin Croket, Susan Roberts and Lyn Turner for guessing correctly

mailto:antics3551@gmail.com


A number of Woodswallows species may also be seen over the 
summer months. Of these, the White-browed Woodswallow is 
probably the most impressive with its blue-grey upperparts, 
reddish-brown underparts and clear white eyebrow.  Sometimes 
flying quite high, its song can be heard, but difficult to see the 
birds. They may occur in large flocks with some species roosting 
communally where they can be found clustered together either on 
tree trunks or branches. Extremely aggressive towards predators, 
they will hassle Kites and other large birds of prey to move them 
away from nesting sites.
There are many species which visit Victoria over the summer 
months, but many of these are not generally found in our area. But 
of those that are, these are a few of the more colourful and 
entertaining.

Article by Marlene Lyell

Spring Visitors

One of the earliest to arrive is the Sacred Kingfisher whose loud call is the first sign 
of its arrival along the river. This year we’ve had an influx of these down at the River 
Reserve area. They nest in hollows and if calling can be easily seen, otherwise they 
just sit quietly.  A “tree” kingfisher, their main diet consists of skinks, frogs and other 
small animal prey, while the “aquatic” kingfishers are the fish eaters.  

In Spring and early summer our birdlife are active with finding mates and breeding, including a large 
number of colourful birds that are not found here during the winter months but move down from the 
northern states to also breed here. 

Another bird you may find around water where there are reeds growing, will be 
the nondescript Australian Reedwarbler, which is more often heard than seen.  
But what it lacks in colour is more than compensated for by its noisy, high-
pitched continual song. It builds an exquisite nest in amongst the reeds and 
seems to be forever on the move. If you sit quietly it will eventually show itself.

The superbly coloured Rainbow Bee-eaters arrive in October and can be 
quite inconspicuous except for their trilling call, which is again, the first 
sign of their arrival.  They excavate a hole in sandy banks, road cuttings or 
on flat ground that may be used as a nest for many years.  Diet consists of 
mainly bees and wasps which may be caught mid air, then they return to a 
perch to bash the prey and remove the stings before swallowing or feeding 
to the young.  

Dollarbirds can also be found along the river during summer.  With 
their noisy, grating call, given while perched or flying, they are very 
colourful if seen in the right lighting. (Called “Dollarbird’ because of 
the bold pale spot on their wings, which is said to resemble a silver 
dollar). They frequent the Reserve area each year and move along 
stretches of the river. Not common in our area, but Axedale is probably 
one of the more reliable sites to see this bird.

Sacred Kingfisher

Reedwarbler

Rainbow Bee-eater

Dollarbird

Woodswallow



Axedale writing group Ode to Axedale Library   
(Sung to the tune of ‘Sadie the Cleaning Lady’)

      
At Axedale, the Axedale Library
The folks meet once a month and it’s a Friday
All the books come from the town
And they’re ordered through the cloud
They bring them in their van it’s just like magic

At Axedale, the Axedale Library 
They sterilise the chairs doors and the handles
It’s to keep the public safe, and to make sure that 
our place 
Will have the strongest team since this all started

Chorus
So wear those masks, wipe the doors and all the 
handles
If the powers cut we’ll just use some old candles
Then pack the books, sweep the floors and pack 
the tables
We’ll be back for sure next month if we are able.

By Sue B

One of our members had written a song about COVID 
which we all found amusing. She even brought in 
with her a variety of musical instruments for us all to 
bang away on whilst she played the tune “Sadie, the 
cleaning lady” on her ukulele. It was definitely 
different! The song is included for you all to read or 
even sing along to.

Our topic for February is “new beginnings: a fresh 
start”. 

We meet again on Friday 26th February at 2pm. 
Axedale Hall.
Come along .

The fortnightly collection allows residents to dispose of all food and garden waste to be turned into 
compost, meaning it will no longer go to landfill. Just think – if it grows, it goes in your organics bin!

Since the organics service was introduced to urban Bendigo in 2016, more than 43,000 tonnes of organic 
waste has been collected. Now it’s Axedale’s turn to help reduce Greater Bendigo’s impact on the 
environment.

In January, the City delivered to homes a new 240 litre lime green lid organics bin, a kitchen caddy, a 
supply of special compostable caddy liners, a collection calendar, and an information booklet about the 
organics service and existing waste and recycling services.

If you didn’t receive these, it may be because your home is outside the boundary for the collection service. 
To check, visit https://bendigo.pozi.com, type in your address and click on the waste collection tab on the 
left hand side. It will either say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ for organics collection.

Residents in Axedale, Elmore, Goornong and Heathcote will receive the new organics service for free until 
July 2021. The City will then charge for the service on rates notice for the 2021/2022 financial year.

Weekly waste and fortnightly recycling collection days do not change, as the organics bin is collected on the 
opposite week to the recycling collection.

If you already compost at home, you can continue to do this but the organics collection will allow you to 
compost a greater variety of organics such as egg shells, meat bones, citrus and seafood. An exemption will 
be available for those households who demonstrate they are effectively managing all food and garden waste 
on their property, but an exemption will not be accepted and processed until May 2021.

More information on the extended service is available at www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/organics

The City of Greater Bendigo is extending its organics collection service to the 
townships of Axedale, Elmore, Goornong and Heathcote from January 2021.

The writing group has started meeting 
at the Village hall along side the library 
“click and collect” day. It is a fun group 
and lots of topics are discussed.



Axedale – a bike rider’s paradise

Nothing beats cruising along on a bike, feeling the breeze on your face with 
the freedom to go any direction you choose.

In Axedale, we’re spoilt to have the O’Keefe Rail Trail pass right through our town. The well-kept gravel 
path is well shaded, car-free, sufficiently wide to ride two abreast and with few hills (thanks to the abilities 
of steam engines in years gone by). In fact, you could barely call them hills – really just gently rises and 
smooth descents.

The Trail provides a range of riding options whether you want to double-back or loop off on some country 
roads.

During 2020, working and learning from home allowed my boys and I the flexibility to go on more bike 
rides. We ended up with 14 different riding loops ranging from 9km – 35km in length. Depending on the 
weather, time between online meetings or school breaks, we chose a bike ride to go on most days. It was 
wonderful to enjoy the winter sunshine by riding after lunch, rather than getting home in the dark after a 
day at work with no opportunity for exercise. In summer, an early morning bike ride before the sun or wind 
gains strength sets your spirits on the right path for the day (and justifies another slice of pav!).

While you can go exploring at whim, I like to plan my routes using an online map 
(http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/imap) to measure the distance beforehand – not to discourage my kids on an 
epic never-ending ride!

Only one ride (11km) ventured toward Heathcote along the Trail as Ingham’s Hill is not friendly! 
However, it is a great sense of achievement if you manage to push all the way to the top! This largely 
shaded ride goes past the quarry to the far edge of the Knowsley State Forest and back to Axedale.

Another 12km loop from Axedale is Sugarloaf Rd - Hawkins Lane - O’Brien’s Lane - Pinpandoor Rd - 
Sugarloaf Rd and back to Axedale. Half of it is downhill so you don’t even need to pedal! An extension of 
this (totalling 18km) begins in Axedale along the Trail toward Bendigo to Bowles Rd. Turn left and cross 
the McIvor Hwy along O’Brien’s Lane then Pinpandoor Rd - Sugarloaf Rd and back to Axedale. This is a 
great one hour ride.

Other riding routes loop south of the Trail toward Bendigo. These include:

Turn left into Hickey Rd – Taig Rd and back on to the Trail to Axedale (9km)
Turn left into Hickey Rd then take Taig Track through the bush. Turn left at Taig Rd then left into Crowes 
Rd and back to Axedale (12km).
 
If you want to extend yourself, just keep riding toward Bendigo and turn around at any halfway point, e.g. 
to Hodges Lane and back is 19km.

On a perfect day for cycling when there is no wind, rain or pressing time commitments, I like to cycle for a 
couple of hours (35km). This route towards Bendigo on the Trail loops south at Bennetts Rd, crosses 
Somerset Park Drive and follows the bike track along Sheepwash Creek from Sullivans Rd. Looping past 
St Francis of the Fields primary school and soccer fields, the track crosses the Junortoun Rd and follows 
the new sealed track through the bush to Catherine McAuley College. From there, its back along the 
O’Keefe Rail Trail to Axedale.

Whether you’re a beginner or seasoned rider, Axedale is ready made for your next cycling adventure. It’s a 
great way to explore and feel connected to where you live.

Article by Angela Gladman



We hope that our lovely community has had a wonderful Christmas and New Year. 
The Axedale CWA ladies all enjoyed our Christmas break with some of us 
travelling with the easing of restrictions, however majority of us stayed local.

The Axedale CWA Photography competition was a success with our winners being as followed

-Spring Category – Nyree Marjor

-Laughter Category- Belinda Younger

-Backyard Category – Tess Moxham

- Black and White Category- Susan Munro

- Community Category- Erihana Ryan

 Well done to our winners and to all those who entered as it was a difficult decision to choose winners with 
all the talent.

Our next meeting will be on the  15th of February where we invite all girls and women wanting to join a 
fantastic group of ladies. We will meet at 7pm at the Axedale Fire Station.

The year 2020 limited a lot of us. However with all the darkness of restrictions has 
meant that Victoria is once again Covid free (touch wood). 

The year 2021 has meant we have had to enter with a little more caution than usual with Australia Day 
events and the Quick Shear being cancelled. Despite those events being cancelled we have been able to start 
planning for our International Women’s Day event on the 9th of March at the Axedale Tavern. Please be 
aware that there may be restrictions and limited numbers so book your tickets early as we would hate for 
someone to miss out.

Traditional Xmas lights was won by David Lynch from Eddington st.
Cola Solar Solar challenge was won by Sandra Slater in Lynch Lane
And Crafty Christmas Challenge was won by Liz Harrington on Axedale/Gornong Road.

Congratulations to all the winners and all entries won a prize

ATOF would especially like to thank the sponsors of this competition and give them a special mention

Ag Tyres &Wheels
Cola Solar
Bunnings
Light shop
Heathcote IGA
Sandhurst Fire protection .

The wood raffle was also drawn. The first prize of a trailer load of wood was won by Wendy Barber
The second prize was won by Jane Logan
Thank you to Fosterville Gold Mine who donated the wood.

The Christmas lights competition 2020 has come and gone 
but for those who did not know of the results ....it is as follows



CWA Recipe of the month

The Ultimate Lamb 
Burger Recipe

Ingredients

500g (1 pound) lean minced (ground) lamb (or 
meat of your choice)
1 tsp dried oregano
1 tsp finely chopped fresh parsley
¼ small brown onion, finely diced
1 garlic clove, crushed
1 large egg
30g (1 oz) salt-reduced, low-fat feta cheese, 
crumbled (optional)
sea salt and ground black pepper, to taste
oil spray
8 wholemeal slider buns or gluten-free slider 
buns
½ avocado, mashed
1 small handful baby spinach leaves

Beetroot Salsa

80g (3 oz) cooked beetroot, chopped
¼ lemon, juiced
6 fresh mint leaves
¼ small red onion, chopped
1 tsp balsamic vinegarMethod

Place the minced meat, dried oregano, fresh parsley, onion, garlic, egg, and feta, if using, in a medium bowl 
and mix until just combined. Season with salt and pepper, if desired. 
Shape the lamb mixture into eight small evenly sized patties. Place on a plate, cover with plastic film and 
refrigerate for 30 minutes. 

Meanwhile, place the beetroot salsa ingredients in a food processor and pulse for 10 seconds or until 
combined. The salsa should still be a little chunky. Season with salt and pepper, if desired.

Heat a non-stick fry pan over medium-high heat and lightly spray with oil spray. Add the patties and cook 
for 4-5 minutes, then carefully turn and cook for a further 4-5 minutes or until cooked to your liking. 
To serve the lamb sliders, cut the slider buns in half and toast lightly in a toaster or under a hot oven grill. 
On one half of each bun, layer the avocado mash, baby spinach, lamb patty and beetroot salsa. Top with the 
other half of each bun. Enjoy!
 

Did you know?

One rose: A single rose represents love at first sight, or 
if it's coming from a long-term partner, they are saying 
“you are still the one”. Two roses: A pair of red roses 
signifies mutual love and affection. Three roses: A gift of 
three red roses is a traditional one-month anniversary 
gift

Valentines Day 14th 
February



After a pretty testing hay season, the rain has been very much non-existent, although the summer weeds have still 
managed to find the moisture they need to grow.
 
We have spent these past few months carting, stacking and storing hay. As the weather warms up, the feed in the 
paddock starts to dry off and the nutritional value can wane, so now is the time for supplementary feeding for our 
sheep while trying to keep the weeds at bay. With bathurst burs, heliotrope and paddy melons featuring this year 
for us, we have already begun the attack on these weeds as they can be toxic for the stock and if left unattended, 
can over run a paddock.

Every second day early in the morning or late in the afternoon, the sheep are given some extra tucker to supplement 
the feed that they are finding in the paddocks. This generally consists of a roll of hay or filling the feeders that are 
placed around the farm with grain.  Keeping good condition on your stock is often a juggling act and one that 
farmers constantly manage.  It’s so important to ensure the sheep or any stock have enough feed not only to sustain 
them but to keep condition. For ewes that are now in lamb, they need to maintain weight and have enough to 
support their growing demands.

Keeping good condition on stock is not just about feeding, it’s also providing shade from the summer sun and 
supplying good water.  At the moment, the dams in and around Axedale are still looking really good and have 
enough in them but a good rain, which is looking more likely this week, would be definitely welcomed. For those 
paddocks that maybe don’t have a dam or water is more difficult to access, water troughs are the answer. Another 
part of the week is to check stock troughs regularly and make sure that they are clean and full.

For those that have a water right and the ability to irrigate, now is a super busy time as they continue to keep the 
water up to their summer crops.  Some farmers with irrigated lucerne for example, have been able to have a second 
and third cut which they have raked and baled over the past few months for sale or to have for feed in the coming 
months. 

The impending rain brings another job - managing fly strike.  In sheep specifically, the warm weather coupled with 
the moisture is a perfect mix for those pesky flies that we often take a swipe at around the family BBQ and hit ‘em 
with the old Pea-Beau.  For us, they are just very annoying but for sheep, they can be a recipe for pain.  The flies 
find a harbour in the sheep’s wool, burrowing in and laying their maggots.  This is called fly strike and can not only 
mean significant pain but death for some sheep if not treated.  So, from now on, the regular monitoring of sheep 
becomes a welfare check looking for a darkening of the fleece or a sheep that has moved away from the mob as it is 
not doing too well. These sheep are checked, treated and will hopefully make a full recovery. 

For those cereal growers, the harvest has come to a close with minimal weather damage and good yields for many, 
some farmers having had an exceptional season which has been a nice way to finish off the year.

I am sure that some of those farmers have followed on the tradition that I know my husband’s grandparents did 
when the harvest was done.  They packed up the van and headed for the coast to enjoy a well-earned break with a 
couple of weeks off by the beach.  They loved this time as it was a reward to themselves and their families for a 
long year of hard work.

As for the dairy farmers, well they are probably camped by the channel enjoying a swim as the cows need milking 
ALL year round meaning they can’t stray too far from the milking shed.  Thank goodness for the relief milkers that 
come in and help out so that the farmers can take a break when it works best for them.

For the house yard section of the farm, it’s picking the abundance of beautiful fruit that we have yielded on the very 
old established trees.  Our younger trees have thrived with the late rain together with some good COVID time 
maintenance of the bird and fox covering. It’s definitely paid off, so much so, that the next few weeks will see us 
out with the old fowler jars for some preserving and freezing of the pears, nectarines, plums and peaches for fruit 
smoothies, or searching through the recipe books for back-to-school baked snacks.

Has anyone got any jars?

Article by Jodi McCooke

Summer Time! We’d rather be Singin’ in the Rain.

Meanwhile on the farm…….



St Paul’s Axedale Quilters
Resolutions!

January.  It’s that month of the year where we plot and plan what we’d like to achieve and set some goals.  For us 
Quilters, we think of unfinished objects (UFOs) we’d like to finish and other new projects that have been on our 
bucket list for a while that we’d like to start.

The hardest part about finishing projects is,when running out of a particular fabric or the need arises to purchase 
batting fabric for the backing or binding, we go shopping.  Temptation is everywhere!  Into the shops we go; and so 
nicely displayed on the shelves and hanging from the walls are new fabric ranges, new project ideas or we spy a 
pretty little fabric pack and our minds start whirring with the possibilities.

If we choose to go shopping with a quilt making girlfriend, that can be even harder to resist something new when 
you have an enabler sharing your ‘thought out loud’ ideas.  Suddenly the Sales person is providing you with pen 
and paper and you sketch your idea.  That is the time to go for coffee and have a think about it, or not.  

It is all too easy to justify a new purchase for a new quilt project when you are so close to finishing an older 
project.  For me personally, I have little self-control should an idea pop into my head when I’m in a quilt store.
Each part of the quilting process has satisfaction attached to it.  The planning and purchasing; the cutting out and 
sewing; the layering* before quilting; the quilting and then finally the completion of the binding.

In our little group at Axedale, we are very blessed.  It is easy to take along an “old” project and progress it.  We 
share our thoughts on the making, problems we encounter when things don’t sew together the way we planned 
and most importantly, keep on asking each other how the last project is going should one of us turn up with 
something new started.

Our quilt making plans are held in place when the plan is to make a quilt for a baby, a wedding or a significant 
birthday.  It is in discussing these thoughts and ideas where we share stories, hopes and dreams for our quilts, our 
family and friends, thus keeping us to our resolutions.

*layering a quilt is when the backing, wadding and front of the quilt are all put together, ready for the quilt 
stitching which holds it all together.

Quick Shear still has some merchandise available for purchase and have discounted the prices on 
EVERYTHING we have!!
Shearers Singlets (adult sizes) - $15
Shearers Singlets (kids sizes) - $10
T-Shirts (kids, youth & adult sizes) - $10

Adult singlets available -
XS (90) - light green, dark green, black
S (95) - purple
Medium (100) sold out
L (105) - purple
XL (110) - 1 x pink
XXL (115) - pink only

Sizing for kids singlets - 10, 12, 14 in mixed colours

Sizing for adult t-shirts (black) - M, L, XXL
Sizing for adult t-shirts (white) - M

Sizing for youth t-shirts (marle blue) - M, L, XL
Sizing for kids t-shirts (blue) - 2, 3

Cattle tag key rings (green or purple) - $2

Trucker caps - pink, gray, green or purple - $10

Stubby holders - pink, orange, purple, green, yellow, blue - $5

Axedale Quick Shear 'keep me' cups (with lids) - $10

Sheep & Horse Scarves - $5

Postage & Handling, if you require it, is a flat fee of $10 (which includes tracking of your parcel via 
Australia Post).

If you are local and you don't need postage, we can arrange collection/drop off for you at a convenient 
place.

Ordering is simple, just email axedaleevents@gmail.com with your size, colour enquiry and we will let you 
know if we have what you are after, confirm cost and provide the bank details for payment.



Long-term landholders along the Campaspe River reported seeing them for the first time about eight years 
ago, and increasingly ever since. The Longlea & District Landcare Group also spotted some during a 
group walk through the Eppalock Bushland Reserve* back in 2014.
Unfortunately, several have been hit by cars in recent years, often at bridges, including Mosquito Creek 
(Kimbolton-Axedale Rd) and Axe Creek (McIvor Hwy).
There are three species of wombats in the world, and they only occur in Australia. The Bare-nosed 
wombat (Vombatus ursinus), the Northern Hairy-nosed Wombat (Lasiorhinus krefftii) and the Southern 
Hairy-nosed Wombat (Lasiorhinus latifrons).

Ours are most likely the Bare-nosed wombat but, as you can see from the distribution map, it is unusual for 
them to occur in central Victoria.
Wombats are under threat and they need our help! Wombat survival is being impacted by a parasitic mite, 
causing sarcoptic mange, and also by human activities.
Wombats are Australia’s largest burrow builder and are essential in maintaining soil health and modifying 
habitats, including building burrows that provide shelter for a range of other species.
To better understand the plight of wombats, WomSAT is a community driven wombat conservation 
program to map their current distribution. They want to know where wombats are, if they have mange or 
not, and if there are burrows nearby.
You can easily help by recording where and when you observe a wombat, either dead or alive on the 
WomSAT Google map at www.womsat.org.au.

The data collected will be used to aid conservation of the species by mapping mange incidence throughout 
Australia and identifying other threats to these unique animals.
It will aid in determining where mange is more prevalent or less prevalent among the wombat population 
and ensure their continued survival.
WomSAT also documents where wombats are becoming victims of motor vehicle collisions, or other 
human impacts, and help to put strategies in place to prevent these deaths.

The Longlea & District Landcare Group strongly encourages community members to record sightings to 
add to our understanding of these unique animals.

The Longlea & District Landcare Group continue to meet at 7.30pm on the first Monday on even months 
at the Longlea Recreation Reserve (if COVID restrictions allows). It’s a great way to stay in touch with 
like-minded people and share your local nature sightings and ideas. New members are always welcome. 
Email longlealandcare@gmail.com for more information.

Wombats on the rise

 A strange, unexplained phenomenon is happening in and around 
Axedale – wombats have landed (or at least waddled) into our patch of 
Victoria in recent years.

Bare-nosed wombat (image) and their previously known distribution (map)

*Accessed by foot only from the Axedale-Kimbolton Road about 1km north of Spillway Road from an unused road under license to nearby 
property owners. Please be mindful of leaving all gates as you find them and treating the area with respect.



Did you know?

Wombats are marsupials and the females have a backward facing pouch. 

Baby wombats are called joeys. They are born furless and 
weigh as little as 0.32 grams and are less than 2cm in 
length. Fur does not begin to grow until they are 4-5 
months old. Wombat joeys stay in the pouch until 9-10 
months old. 

Wombats can grow up to one metre in length and 
weigh up to 40kg. 

Wild wombats can live for 
up to 14 years, whilst in 
captivity they may live as 
long as 26 years. 

Present-day wombats are their 
closest surviving relatives to 
Diprotodons. 

Diprotodons were ‘three tonne giant 
wombats’. They were part of the 
Australian megafauna and were the 
largest marsupials to walk the Earth, 
measuring up to 3.8m long and 1.7m 
tall.

The wombat’s closest living 
relative is the koala. 

Wombats have a ‘reinforced 
rump’, due to a tough plate of 
cartilage across their lower back 
and rear, which helps protect 
them from predators. 

Wombats are 
polygamous – 
meaning they may 
breed with more than 
one mate. 

Wombats vary 
in colour from 
grey or black, 
to sandy 
brown.

Wombats are herbivores. 
Native grasses, such as 
tussock grass (Poa spp.) 
and kangaroo grass 
(Themeda triandra), make 
up the largest component of 
their diet. Wombats can move at 

speeds up to 40km/h 
for up to 90 seconds. 

Wombats are hypsodonts, meaning they 
have continuously growing teeth. This 
allows wombats to consume coarse foods 
without wearing their teeth down to the 
gums. In total, wombats have two pairs of 
incisors, four premolars and sixteen 
molars. 

Wombats produce 
cubic faeces (see 
image). 

Wombats are the largest burrowing 
herbivores in Australia. Wombat warrens 
may be shared by multiple wombats and 
vary in length and number of entrances. 
Bare-nosed wombats build single-
entrance warrens with tunnels up to 20m 
in length whilst southern and northern 
hairy-nosed wombats build multi-
entrance warrens. Using porthole cameras 
scientists have mapped a warren 
belonging to the southern-hairy nosed 
wombat; the warren had 28 entrances and 
was made up of 89 metres of tunnels!

How much do YOU know about wombats?



TAYLOR'S TRIVIA FORTY NO. 134 FEBRUARY 2021
AUSTRALIAN TRIVIA

1. How many ships were in the First Fleet - 11, 13, 15?
2. Who was the first Governor of New South Wales?
3. In what year did the First Fleet arrive at Port Jackson, NSW - 1778, 1787, 1788?
4. Which horse won the first two Melbourne Cups, in 1861 and 1862? 
5. What animal was featured on the two cent coin?
6. What was the name of the cyclone that devastated Darwin on Christmas Day 1974?
7. Which Indigenous Australian fought and won the right to native title, which recognised Indigenous           
    Australians' rights to land according to their traditional laws and customs?
8. What is the highest grossing Australian movie?
9. What was Sir Donald Bradman's Test batting average?
10. Who is the Australian of the Year for 2021?
11. How many stars are there on the flag of Australia?
12. How many countries are larger in area than Australia?
13. Who was born David Gordon Kirkpatrick and at the time of his death, at the age of 76, had been             
      working on his 106th album for EMI Records?
14. Who were the most recent Australians to win the women's and men's singles titles at Wimbledon?
15. Where was Ned Kelly's last stand?
16. In what year was decimal currency introduced?
17. What is the longest river in Australia?
18. Which Australian poet wrote The Moving Image, Woman to Man and The Gateway?
19. What is the floral emblem of Australia?
20. Which Australian won a Nobel Prize in 1996 for immune defence research?
21. What song finished second to Advance Australia Fair in a 1977 referendum to choose a national song?
22. Who won consecutive Gold Logies from 1997 to 2000?
23. Who was the first Australian Indigenous woman to be elected to Federal Parliament?
24. Australians invented notepads (1902), the surf lifesaving reel (1906), aspirin (1915), the pacemaker        
     (1926), penicillin (1940), the Hills Hoist clothesline (1946) and which of the following – patented            
     clothes peg (1832), lawn mower (1827) or anti-counterfeiting technology for banknotes?
25. Who is the only person to have been awarded both the Australian of the Year and Young Australian of   
      the Year titles?
26. In which city did the Commonwealth Parliament first sit?
27. What is the highest mountain in mainland Australia?
28. What Australian movie includes the phrase "Tell him he's dreaming"?
29. In what year was gold first officially discovered in Victoria and NSW to begin the "Gold Rush"?
30. The Booker Prize is a literary prize awarded each year for the best original novel, written in the English  
       language and published in the UK. Who was the first Australian to win it?
31. Who started the Royal Flying Doctor Service?
32. Who was Australia's first Prime Minister?
33. What does NAIDOC stand for?
34. Which artist portrayed Ned Kelly in a series of paintings he created in 1946-47?
35. Who served as the 17th Prime Minister of Australia, in office from 1966 until his presumed drowning    
      death in 1967 at Cheviot Beach?
36. I am a famous Indigenous Australian artist who created my best known work at Papunya, in the              
     Northern Territory's Western Desert area. Among my paintings is the majestic Warlugulong. I was          
     recognised by being made an Officer of the Order of Australia. Who am I?
37. What was the first album to sell more than one million copies in Australia?
38. Who wrote Clancy of the Overflow, The Man from Snowy River, The Man from Ironbark, Waltzing       
      Matilda and Mulga Bill's Bicycle?
39. Which five Australian Olympians have won at least four gold medals?
40. Awarded in 1960, who was the first Australian of the Year?



We would like reach out an encourage those in the community who may not have visited in a while to 
return to the library spaces and reconnect with what they’ve missed. Goldfields Libraries will be holding 
events, having displays, giveaways and activities over the week from Sunday 14th to Saturday 20th 
February. This is a wonderful opportunity for libraries to connect with their communities, virtually and in-
person, and for people across Australia to show their love for libraries.

We are slowly moving back re-introducing in-branch events, however there are still a few online events 
available including:

Discovering History: History Never Repeats?

Diseases of the Past

Creating Awesome Resumes

Author, Rachel Callander: Life, Love and Awesomeness; and The Future is Now! Climate Fiction

We also still have our Digital Literacy Program, with one-on-one assistance with laptops, tablets and 
phones available by either appointment or drop-in.

We have schedule upcoming Reserve & Collect dates for Axedale, see above.

Storytime will return to the branches and agencies in 2021 also, details will be available on line or at your 
local library. (These will commence in February, we are still finalising the details and promotional material 
will be available soon.)

https://www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/storytimes

Library Lovers Day is on 14th of February, this is an 
annual opportunity for people to celebrate the 
valuable role that libraries play in their lives. 

The theme for Library Lovers' Day 2021 is 'Make a 
date with your library'. 



Bikes on Buses for O’Keefe Rail Trail 

What: State Government’s Bikes on Buses Program 2020 - Bendigo.
Contact point:  Garry Long 0409565404

Have you ever been riding or walking the O’Keefe Rail Trail and suddenly needed transport back to your 
starting point? Perhaps you have had a bike mechanical issue, or your walking shoe had a ‘blow out’ and 
you couldn’t go any further along the trail? What’s next, a phone call seeking help!

The State Government has approved the implementation of providing bike racks on the PTV buses, called 
the ‘Bikes on Buses Program’. Limited funding in 2019 was allocated for a total of 62 buses, which did 
include the Bendigo urban area bus routes, yet unfortunately this program’s roll out for 2020 has been 
delayed by the COVID19 pandemic.

The Friends of the Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail noted that the Bendigo – Heathcote PTV bus service, which 
includes some Bendigo urban suburbs, was not included in that Bendigo roll out. So the group made a 
specific request to local member Jacinta Allan MP, for this bus route to be included in the program. Such 
was not only to encourage integrated active transport for people serviced by this bus route, yet also to add 
an important transport option for users of the O’Keefe Rail Trail.

Success!! The Minister of Public Transport Ben Carroll has advised the Friends group that the Bendigo – 
Heathcote PTV bus service will be included in the Bendigo Bikes on Buses Program roll out, once 
assessments etc have been conducted by the Department of Transport. While mentioning ‘later in 2020’, a 
specific implementation date for this service is yet unknown. This facility provides a limited capacity of 2 
bikes in a rack mounted on the front of each bus, which is great news for users of the popular O’Keefe Rail 
Trail that has seen significant increases in use during 2020.

VOLUNTEER’S WANTED

The Axedale Fire Brigade is on
the lookout for people to get involved in
a number of different ways so if you are interested 
please contact Peter on 0427 332 685.
All training, support and camaraderie is
provided.



Events and Activities

During 2020, AOTOF facilitated the following events:

                       Australia Day (Citizen of the year Sue Harkins)

                      ANZAC Day Service (Limited to the laying of the reef by the school captains)

The Axedale Library also felt the impact of the Virus and the loss of foodshare has meant that activities have been 
reduced for that area also. We hope in future with the Hall redevelopment that Library services will again resume.

Of course, there are other groups who in their own way continue to contribute substantially to our community. In this I 
would include: the CFA, SES, Axedale in Harmony, Axedale Primary School, Axedale Hall, LandCare, and the CWA. 

Funding Support

AOTOF is fortunate that we have been able to use some of our reserves to fund some things in a minor way. We do 
however rely on  support and grants from external organisations and business for our events. In particular I wish to 
thank Bendigo Council for their the funding of the Christmas Party.  Their help goes beyond just funding for particular 
activities. Support we obtain when organising our various activities include much needed insurance and logistics. 
The support of Francis Ford though her Community resilience role is also gratefully acknowledged.
 
Future Plans

Food Share

AOTOF has decided to facilitate the operation of the Foodshare using the food supplied by Bendigo Foodshare. 
As previously the service will operate out of the Hall.

Our Committee has decided to prepare all that is necessary so that this can commence operations as soon as COVID 
restrictions allow.

Our thanks to Fosterville Gold Mine for the initial 12 months financial support.

Community Garden

A small group is working on establishing a community garden. The Uniting Church has kindly agreed that the land 
behind the Church in High Street can be used for this purpose. 

Funding has been obtained for the initial costs of a shed and commencing garden bed construction.

Community Resilience

We will also be continuing to develop and expand our community resilience activities as the impact on our changing 
climate coupled with increased population will be an ongoing challenge.

                         2020 in Retrospect

With the advent of the restrictions associated with the 
COVID 19 Virus, many of our activities have had to be 
cancelled or only proceed on a very limited basis.

Our AOTOF Meetings this year have been conducted 
monthly via Zoom.



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

The tennis club has had an active 2020/21 year. 

Saturday Competition

Axedale for the first time entered a team in the Eaglehawk and District competition.  The format is 6 
players each playing 3 doubles sets.  Games are played alternately home and away and we welcome any 
interested to drop in and have a look. (See Tennis Club Facebook page for upcoming games).

With a little luck, and some effort we will play in the finals this year.

Coaching/Hotshots

In 2020 we conducted though Giant Tennis a school holiday program and a limited junior coaching 
program on Tuesday afternoons.

Again in January, Giant  Tennis conducted another School Holiday Program and will commence a 9 week 
coaching program in February. The coaching programs are tailored to the age of the child. This can be 
booked through: www.gianttennis.com.au.   

Social Tennis

In 2020 we had a regular Monday night social tennis activity. We will be undertaking a brief Facebook 
survey to ascertain community preference for the best night/day for social tennis in 2021.

Court Redevelopment

We are currently working with Council on plans to refurbish 2 of the courts along with an upgrade of the 
surrounds. It is anticipated that work will commence towards the end of this year. When plans are 
completed we will have them available for public display.

Contact

If you want to contact the Club, have any comments, or wish to gain court access please feel free to 
contact via Facebook page. Axedale Tennis Club Inc

Chris Hobson
Secretary

Axedale Tennis Club

Call Sonya
0438 904 611

FOR SALE



Axedale Uniting Church

Axedale Uniting Church resumes its services in February after a months break.

We wish to send our good wishes to Rev Di Esbensen who is having further surgery this month and pray for 
a speedy recovery.

Meanwhile we are fortunate to have Rev Tim Angus to step in to take our services which is on the first and 
third Sunday of the month. Tim lives in Axedale and with his wife Francis Ford they have also been helping 
with the community garden which will be situated within the church grounds.

We also in January said goodbye to Rev Julianne Parker who has taken several services over the years 
whilst she has been in Bendigo. Julianne is moving to Adelaide, joining her family and we wish her 
happiness in her new home. Apparently during her ministry she has had approximately 50 moves!! Let’s 
hope this place is where she is led to finally put her roots down permanently!

First service Sunday 7th February at 2:30pm
Third service Sunday 21st at 2:30pm

Everybody will be made most welcome to come and join us and hopefully COVID regulations permitting a 
cup of tea/coffee will be offered after the service
See you there

It was a delight to have Aaron 
Hall and Nita Rahayu and their 
family play traditional 
Indonesian Gamelon music 
prior to the Christmas Eve 
Service.

Each Saturday afternoon the 
Hall, Rahayu family host what 
is probably the only Gamelon 
orchestra in Central Victoria.

Nita’s father was a much loved 
lay preacher in the church in 
Yogyakarta on the Indonesian 
island of Java.

They also played a meditative 
piece during the service. Having 
them play was a first for 
Axedale Uniting Church and 
quite unique and very lovely 
experience.



     

Axedale Church Services 
 

  

St Andrews Uniting Church 

  
 1st and 3rd Sunday in the month at 

2.30pm 

 All welcome. 

  Contact Glenis 5439 7251. 

 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church  

  Time: 10.30am each Sunday  

St Therese’s 5443 3337  

Axedale Uniting Church Hall is 
available for use to the public.   
Please ring Glenis  5439 7251 

 

Share your story!

The Axedale Antics wouldn’t be here if not
for people like you sharing your events,

stories and memories of Axedale.
Please forward your stories, events

& images to antics3551@gmail.com



   

Nampara Spit Roast  
& Catering. 

We work You Party 
We use china crockery  
& stainless steel cutlery 

Contact Steve – 0499 348 260 
Email namparaspitroast@ozemail.com.au 

To discuss your next event 

 

 

 
 

1. 11 2. Arthur Phillip 3. 1788 4. Archer 5. Frilled-neck 
lizard  6. Tracy 7. Eddie Mabo 8. Crocodile Dundee 
9. 99.94 10. Grace Tame 11. Six 12. Five (Australia is the 
sixth largest country in area, after Russia, Canada, China, 
USA, and Brazil.) 13. Slim Dusty 14. Evonne Goolagong 
Cawley 1980, Lleyton Hewitt 2002 15. Glenrowan, Victoria 
16. 1966 17. Murray 18. Judith Wright (She was the second 
Australian to receive the Queen's Gold Medal for Poetry, in 
1991. The first was Michael Thwaites, in 1940.) 
19. The Golden Wattle 20. Professor Peter Doherty (Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medicine jointly with Rolf M. 
Zinkernagel) 21. Waltzing Matilda 22. Lisa McCune 
23. Nova Peris 24. Anti-counterfeiting technology for 
banknotes 25. Cathy Freeman 26. Melbourne 
27. Mount Kosciuszko (2,228 metres/7,310 ft) 
28. The Castle 29. 1851 30. Thomas Kenneally (For 
Schindler's Ark, released in America as Schindler's List) 
31. The Reverend John Flynn (A Presbyterian minister, born 
in Moliagul, where the world's largest gold nugget, the 
Welcome Stranger, was discovered in 1869 by John Deason 
and Richard Oates.) 32. Edmund Barton 33. National 
Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee 
34. Sidney Nolan 35. Harold Holt 36. Clifford Possum 
Tjapaltjarri 37. Whispering Jack, by John Farnham  (It was 
the first Australian-made album to be released on Compact 
Disc within Australia.) 38. Andrew Barton "Banjo" Paterson 
39. Ian Thorpe - five, Dawn Fraser/Libby Trickett (nee 
Lenton)/Murray Rose/Betty Cuthbert - four 40. Sir (Frank) 
Macfarlane Burnet (Born in Traralgon, usually known as 
Macfarlane or Mac Burnet, was an Australian virologist. He 
won the Nobel Prize in 1960 for predicting acquired 
immune tolerance and was best known for developing the 
theory of clonal selection.)

TTT Answers: February 2021 




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24

