
Do dreams 
become reality?
An off-road connection between 
Heathcote Junction/Wandong/
Wallan and Kilmore?
A safe place to walk the dog or take the kids for a ride? 
You don’t have to just dream, as it’s quite achievable!



New connections are possible
This trail section could be just part of the story. Connecting Heathcote Junction/Wandong/
Wallan to Kilmore is one small step along the route of the old railway line towards Pyalong, 
Tooborac, Heathcote and the O’Keefe Rail Trail. There are many more connections to be 
made, bringing communities together and helping businesses.

A feasibility study completed in late 2017 identified this section as one of the most 
achievable and nominated it in a ‘stage 1’ for this ambitious proposed trail. When will 
this happen and how will it be paid for? It could happen relatively quickly, if grants can 
be gained. In some ways, this depends upon the people who live in the area.

Trails build connections
Rail trails, just like former railways that preceded them, are about connecting people and places.

The O’Keefe Rail Trail reached Heathcote in 2015, as a continuous connection to Bendigo. 
Since then there’s been an increasing number of visitors to Heathcote, due in part to this trail.

Just imagine your children being able to walk or cycle to school, safely along an off-road 
rail trail. Not only does this keep these children fit and safe, it also provides less worry for 
parents and family.

Looking for a quite trail to walk, improving your fitness while chatting with friends yet without 
the challenge of road traffic? Or perhaps you’d like to do a leisurely bicycle or horse ride into 
Kilmore via your community rail trail, to enjoy a coffee with friends or visit the local bike store?

Community groups do use rail trails as a way to raise funds for local facilities, like the 
Heathcote community does each year helping to raise funds for the proposed Heathcote 
Dementia Village project.

Find out more about the proposed trail
You can find the full feasibility study at: 
engagingmitchellshire.com/wallan-to-heathcote-rail-trail

This study shows that a rail trail from Wallan to Heathcote is feasible, and identifies a 
route based upon the former rail line alignment. In some places such a trail will not follow 
that alignment exactly, as some of the original alignment is now privately owned and its 
use has changed. Some of the landowners have expressed concerns about the proposed 
trail, and they will be engaged in genuine discussions about the proposal.

For related local trails information
O’Keefe Rail Trail: bendigoregion.com.au/explore-bendigo/okeefe-rail-trail
Friends of the Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail: bendigokilmorerailtrail.com
Great Victorian Rail Trail: greatvictorianrailtrail.com.au
Murchison-Rushworth Rail Trail: railtrails.org.au/trail?view=trail&id=200

http://engagingmitchellshire.com/wallan-to-heathcote-rail-trail
http://bendigoregion.com.au/explore-bendigo/okeefe-rail-trail
http://bendigokilmorerailtrail.com
http://greatvictorianrailtrail.com.au
http://railtrails.org.au/trail?view=trail&id=200
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These are two community volunteer groups who share a vision: to see Heathcote 
Junction/Wandong/Wallan and Bendigo, plus all the towns in between, connected by 
a rail trail that basically follows the route of the former railway line.

Why? Because rail trails all over Australia have demonstrated that they bring social, 
economic and health benefits for locals and visitors alike. And we want to see those 
benefits realised for our part of Victoria.

Who are the Friends of the Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail 
and Mitchell Bicycle User Group?

Help make it a reality
If the idea of having a new community amenity, a new connection from Heathcote 
Junction/Wandong/Wallan to Kilmore, a new attraction for visitors sounds appealing, 
then your support could mean that the grants needed to make it happen are approved.

Let your local Councillors and Members of Parliament know that you’d like to see an off-road 
connection between Heathcote Junction/Wandong/Wallan to Kilmore become a reality.

City of Greater Bendigo 
requests@bendigo.vic.gov.au

Member for Yan Yean: Danielle Green 
danielle.green@parliament.vic.gov.au

Fed Member for McEwan: Rob Mitchell 
rob.mitchell.mp@aph.gov.au

Mitchell Shire Council 
mitchell@mitchellshire.vic.gov.au

State Member for Euroa: Steph Ryan 
steph.ryan@parliament.vic.gov.au

Member for Bendigo East: Jacinta Allan 
jacinta.allan@parliament.vic.gov.au
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Old railway line: 
new connections 

Want to know more?  
Get in touch with us. 

 bendigokilmorerailtrail@gmail.com

 bendigokilmorerailtrail.com

 Search for Friends of the Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail

 @BKRailTrail

 PO Box 578, Bendigo Vic 3552

Other supporters of the Wallan  
to Bendigo trail.

© 2015 Friends of the Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail Inc. (A0054089L)

The benefits of rail trails

Like the trains that preceded them, rail trails 
are all about connecting people, places and 
markets. 

The best part about rail trails is the absence 
of cars. For locals, rail trails provide a place 
for recreation and exercise. For many people 
they’re a safe, off-road route to school or 
work or the railway station. But it’s not just 
locals who use rail trails. Visitors come 
exploring for a day to walk or pedal a section, 
or for an extended trip. 

Cycle tourism forms a growing niche market 
that offers potential for a range of economic 
and social benefits to regional and rural 
areas. Cycle tourists tend to be slow moving 
and on average spend slightly more than 
other tourists, so they represent a high 
yield market. They can make the difference 
between a small town retaining its local shop 
and pub or losing them. 

Because rail trails offer low gradients and 
a safe route away from traffic, they are 
becoming very popular. The longer the 
trail, the more places it connects, the more 
attractive it becomes for people to visit from 
further afield – even overseas. The 150 km 
Otago Rail Trail in New Zealand attracts over 
14,000 visitors each year, 20 per cent of those 
from overseas. It’s now the backbone of a 
tourism industry with a calculated economic 
impact of over $12 million each year.

That’s the potential of a trail joining Wallan, 
Heathcote and Bendigo, and ultimately 
Melbourne and trail networks throughout 
central and eastern Victoria.

Railtrails

This brochure is funded through the  
City of Greater Bendigo Community Grants Program

Imagine taking the kids for a ride or the dog 
for a walk along a trail right near your home.

Imagine travelling on a bike path between 
home and the next town. 

Imagine packing your bike for an off-road 
adventure stretching all the way from 
Melbourne through central and eastern Victoria.

We don’t want to imagine it. 
We want to see it happen.


